Vascular Plugging for the Enlarging Pulmonary Arteriovenous Malformation in a Patient With Idiopathic Pulmonary Artery Hypertension.
The coexistence of idiopathic pulmonary artery hypertension with pulmonary arteriovenous malformation (PAVM) is challenging because although the PAVM causes hypoxia and polycythemia with potential thrombotic complications, closing the PAVM increases pulmonary artery pressure. We report on a lady with PAVM and idiopathic pulmonary artery hypertension who, within 2 years of diagnosis, had an ischemic stroke, PAVM enlargement from 20 × 20 × 30 mm to 30x × 40 × 40 mm and oximetry decrease to 90%. Transcatheter occlusion of PAVM with a vascular plug was successful. A year later, she had no flow via the PAVM and systemic oximetry improved to 97%, but pulmonary vascular resistance increased to 1.5-fold of baseline.